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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Time flies when you are having fun.
That maxim can certainly be applied to
the members of the AMVC this year. It
has really been a busy, challenging and
exciting one for us. So far this year the
Choir has enjoyed the Queensland trip
and concerts for the HOG Foundation,
the National Trust series at Ayers House
and other community groups.

The series of concerts held at Avers
House was a great experience. The his-
toric venue gave us a chance to take a
step into the past and to plimpse what
life might have been like for the top
echelon of our state in its early days.
These boutique concerts were a new and
exciting experience for us and our guest
soloists. We and our audiences were
ireated right royally and all enjoved a
feast of good music and delicious sup-

pers.

There is more to come. Firstly we have
our Spring Concert at Concordia Col-
lege Chapel on 14 September at
200pm. The Choir really enjoys work-
ing with and introducing to our audi-
ences & number of different soloists
during the year. At this concert you will
have the chance to hear two young and
exciting Adelaide singers Kate Wyatt
and Robert MacFarlane. We would
love you to join us for that event — and
to bring some of your friends to what
will be a most enjoyable aftemoon.

In early October we are off to Naraco-
orte and Horsham for a series of con-
certs, which will be fundraisers for pro-
jects in the local communities. 1 would
like to thank those dedicated Choir
members and partners who have spent
much time in working on the logistics
for this trip. Many thanks also to the
hard-working community representa-
tives in the host towns. These events
would not happen without you.

CELEBRATING CHORAL

We are also rehearsing new repertoire
for our annual Opera Banquet on 24
October. This not-io-be-missed event 1s
a highlight of the year and a night of
good food, wine, friendship and music.
We have a great deal of pleasure in in-
viting you to arrange for a group of your
friends to make up a table and join us
for the evening. Please refer to page 4
of this Newsletter for details about the
function.

Our year's program comes to a close
with coneerts at Goolwa and Glynde
and then our celebratory Christmas Din-
Ner. S0 as you can see we have been
busy and have not /et the grass graw
urler our feet in 2008,

We have been delighted to have a cou-
ple of new members this year, and are
always pleased to welcome new singers,

The year has not gone without a hitch
however. A number of our members
have not enjoyed a very good year as far
as their health is concerned, Some have
had some very serious illnesses and
many others have suffered the ills that
beset us each winter. It has been great
to hear that they are well on the road to
recovery, and it has been inspiring to
see the way they have kept such positive
attitudes and joined us at rehearsals us
ofien as they could. A number of them
have said that coming along and joining
the fellows and having & good sing has
kept their minds off their troubles even
if it is for a short while. It is amazing
what music and fellowship can do for
one’s state of physical and mental well
being.

I thank you for your continued support
and look forward to seeing you at a
number of our coming events - concert
or social.

Colin Styfes

EXCELLENCE



“How [ Joined the Choir™ by Keith Hanks

Keith is a valued member af the Second Tenar section
of the AMVC, and joined the Choir in 2001, He tells
hix story below,

I was first told about the AMVC by Bill Brooker (from S|

the Bass section of the Choir) , who mentioned that the
Choir needed tenors, Although [ did not have much
choral experience, except when | was young singing
in Chapel, | thought “nothing ventured nothing
gained”, so 1 weni along to a practice night in October
2001, 1 was pleasantly surprised when after a short
audition with the Choir Conductor Bill Shaw [ was
accepled as a Second Tenor. Fortunately I was able
to read music, as | had been a bandsman in the Royal
Hussars in the UK and played the French Hom.

Looking back over my life, it's strange how one thing | 4

led 1o another and how music ended up playing an
important role in my life,

When 1 first lefi the Technical College, 1 felt like a
square peg in a round hole. 11tried a couple of jobs,
one as a shoe salesman followed by window dresser
but found it boring. | then attended an interview with
the armed forees, and they asked me what | wanted to
do. Because I loved music and had received piano
lessons, it was suggested | might be able 1o join & mili-
lary band,

It wasn’'t quite as easy as | thoughl lo become a bands-
man. Many of the others had joined much earlier as
cadets, but | had 1o do military training first. Fora
while I thought they had forgotien about me, but [ later
found that the long delay (4 months) was because Lhe
Regiment | was posted to was currently in Germany
but was due to be transferred to the Far East.

Finally | got six weeks leave and was given many in-
oculations (yellow fever etc). | received my posting to
Malaysia, 1 then met up with the band and after trying
a couple of instruments 1 finally settled on the French
Hom. It was a bit difficult at first, but I persevered
and got by as 4th playver and ended up as 1st, which
meant playing solo paris,

It was a good life abroad, if you could take to the high
ternperatures and the monsoons. Every six weeks we
had to travel 1o Singapore to play for the Governor-
General's many functions, but following our concerts
we had a week off to go swimming and enjoy the high
life of Singapore.

Those were the days, but had 1o end when your time
came up and you either had to sign up for 7 years for
traming al Knellor Hall or return to the UK. | guess |
missed my home comforts too much, so with some
regrets 1 lefi for home. My two jobs in the UK were as
a Chief Storekeeper and then as a civil servant,

Upon retirement, my wife Audrey and 1 decided 1o
retire to Australia in 2000. Now Iam enjoying life
with the Choir and would recommend anyone with a
love of singing to try it,

e

GOOD LUCK, EDWARD!

The Choir is sad to be saying farewell to our Assistant
Conducior Edward Ananian-Cooper. Edward is leav-
ing SA to study choral conducting in Helsinki,
Finland. We have really enjoyed working with him,
and we have all leamnt from one another, The experi-
ences he has had with us will no doubt stand him in
good stead as he furthers his career.

We wish him every success in the future and we look
forward with a great deal of anticipation 1o hearing of
his travels, adventures and musical experiences in
Europe. It is gratifying for us to know that we have
been a part of what promises to be an exciting life and
career for him.

HEARTFELT THANKS

Our loyal supporters will be delighted 1o hear that the
AMNVC charity concert on Sunday 29 June raised the
sum of §1,774 in zid of the HOG (Helping Others
Grow} Heaven Charity Foundation.,

This donation will cover the costs of the life-
transforming clefi lip and palate operation for at least
five children in Nepal. The Foundation will give us a
progress report on the children at a future time.

Many thanks to the Choir, guest soloists, and singers
from Africa for an exhilarating concert, to 5t
Stephen’s Lutheran Church for waiving the venue hire
fee, and 1o our wonderfully supportive audience.



The Adelaide Male Voice Choir - Some Intercsting
Histury

In 2004 the Choir sang at 2 number of cew venucs io
many new andience members, many of whomn asked
about the history of the Choir and were inteested i its
touadation. et js a summery of ihe history of the
Choir, trawn from information in the Choir's records:

Prior to the foundanien of the choir in 1884 the only
musical sociclies for male singing in Adelade were
Gaman Sogicties, the principal oFe being the Ade-
\aider Liedertafel—which of vourse sang m the Ger-
man latgiase

1n %84, following newspaper reports and correspon-
dence deploring the tact (npt Glee Clubs Desed on
Enghsh Societies were not formed, severs] genlemen
met in the rooms of Mr G Niesche, Photographer, ot
Fundle Joeel fat premizes nenr The curent Repent
Arcade) and decided 1o form a Men's Sociery 1o sing
in the Snglish language. To stress this poin tey
formed and named the “Adelgide English Glee Saci-
ety the conductor being Mr H Evans, 4 master at
Prince Alfred Colleze. Tho wams was changed o the
Adelade Glee Dhih wfter & fow years, and thes to the
Adelaide Male ¥oice Choir, as the term “glee’ was not
well wnderstood.

Programmes of the Club date back wo the Jays of the
English Gee Sociely, The first perfonmance was to
gommemcrate the poet Hemy Wadswarth Longicllow,
aad for it members ravelicd by bullock druy to Cera-
rmandsl Yalley and sang there in a picnic seting.
Later, the Cholr felped raise funds ter the Bushimen s
Corps in the Boer War, fiur the Bed Cross and other
chanies in World War 1 and “ior 2ny pariotic organi-
satiom” in World War 2.

Prior ta the stan of broadeasting in South Australia in
2924, the Chalr gove 3 concerts o year It Lhe Adeaide
Tows Hall. It has appearec for many years at the
Cross of Sactfice service on Anzac Duy, anc had aup-
ported many charities and comununity prujecis in Ade-
laide and the suburbs, and in country Soath Australia
L1 pasl years ik woh an active part in the performances
of the Festival Choral Socisty, and has competed sue-
cessiully n the Adelaide and Lallarat Fisteddfuod

C ompretitions,

Gocd fellowship, the musial desire 1o enjoy male sing-
ing at g mgh level of peeformance skill, and the desire
10 give pleasare 1> audiences, have long been (he aims
ol the Choar, To these may be added that of enchuraz-
ing and suppottirg yaung petformers o gain recogni-
tior. o the coneert stape, These aims bave contributed
to e long and contituous existence of the Cholr and
will pe doukt engbile L to comimue its proud raditon
through its sevord cootury of existance.

Mew Reperielre io 2008

The Choi- has leamt a number of new pieces of music
during 2008, mcluding several from opera and vper-
tita, I you were 20 v Natfomal Trust codcests o the
Hog Heaven Char.ty concest, then you will be ue-
quainted with some ofthesz items. Uur Conducter,
Bill Shaw, saps that there 13 w0 nuch mmsic svailable
in miher formals that 1is a pity not (© amrange it for
male choir and present it 10 our aud ences, ofies with
tha help of our special guest sowists. He amanged a
nuroher of pieces for the Cheir to use ths vear and
here 15 auiie backgrowd to the operali nneas,

The Sonz of the Regiment  from The Dangdecr of the
Regimert by Danizetl, onigingly for male chorus and
sirlosg).

Liouizetl is well kiwwn for oporas such as Lucto i
Lammermoot, (in a production of whch Joan Sather-
land got her big break), but he also wote several
ligkler work- with charming melodies and twuch play-
tul humour. The Daugkter of the Regiment was wril-
ten dunng a twio-yoar siay i Parls bognning in 1838
Monizei e the French Lbreto with as nuch ease as
his pative Jialian, and composed a rich vanety of musi-
ca) pieoes, dcllghlins audienges wilh bis hphtnms of
rmysical touch. ~ s piece brings ogether the heroire,
Merie, aind the men of the remmert, who Lake a stemly
puterna role during her quest fur kove.

Fepale At 2 (from Cosd Cun Toete by Mozart, ongli-
tally for mixed choms and duet),

Cosi was performed for the first tme in January 1750
iy Vicens, M bad g fairly saeressiu] first vear, with
prasenvations in Frankfurt, Prague, Leipeig and Dres-
den. Later nowever, mady cnitics bund the flippant
atrfremide frasegrdy love Lo be ppacceptable, and many
avempts were made Lo “improve” it—even o he ex-
tent of using a completery different lihreita in g per-
formance o Copeckagen in 1526 Fortunalely, weare
now atle 1 recognise e opera &5 a light-beaed
tamp, with ocoasional toachzs of rony.

The finale begins with thiv diet Fram Pon A Monso and
Lzespina with a simell scgmeat for the chorus, which
Bill has arranged to b sung by male chorns.

ART

A& thief in Paris planned to steal some paintings from
the Louvre. Ader caretul planmag he got past socu-
Hty, stoli e paintings and made it safaly hack 1o his
van. Only two blacks away, however, he was cap-
tured when his v ran out o gis.
‘Whaa asked bow he could mastermind such 2 cring
aid make such an obvious ermot, he replied:

“Momsieur, it is she reasen [ stole the paini-
mgs. 1 had no Menet. .

o buy Degas. .

t moke the van Gogh ..

| 1 thought Lhad nothing Teulsuse. !




DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2008

SEPTEMBER
Sunday 14 2.00 pm Spring Concerl Concordia College
45 Cheltenham St Highgaie
OCTOBER
Sawrday 4 7.30 pm Concer Town Hall, Naracoorte
Sunday 6 2.0 pm Concert Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Horsham, Victoria
Friday 24 6 for 6.30 pm Opera Banguet Martinhas Restaurant, TAFE
Light Square Adelaide
NOVEMBER
Sunday 16 2,00 pm Concert St John's Auxiliary
Centenary Hall, Goolwa
Thursday 27 7.30 pm Concert Glynde Lutheran Homes
Avenue Rd, Glynde
DECEMBER
Monday 1 7.30 pm Free for Friends 51t Stephen’s Church,
152 Wakefield 51 Adclaide
2009
APRIL
Saturday 18 TBA Insiallation of Grand Entertainment Centre, Adelaide
Master, Musonic Lodge
Sunday 19 2.00 pm Concert Elizabeth Grove Uniting Church
; " OPERA BANQUET
The Adelaide Male Voice Choir s inalitls eviertmmant pa thaign of
- : Superb food
. [;be - Classic South Australian wines and

! . A nnigue oppertunity to relax with clients,
1 o collengues and friends and enjoy an evening of
L musical and culinary delighis

Make up a table or we can place you with other

Enests,
m M m The Opera Banquet is presented with the combined
45 Cheitenham Street, Highgate talents of opera soloists

Joanna McWaters and Andrew Turner

G _ _ - and the Adelaide Male Voice Cheir
&m 14th Septernber singing well known songs from opera and

operetta
with ':iln'nfdu] Guest AFBL Kl Lijian Fowrdnud WHEN: FRIDAY 24 OCTOBER 2008
Robert Macfarlane i AT 6.00 for 6.30 PM
A WHERE: MARTINHAS RESTAURANT,

‘o pot=-poverri of jowful smging it its best: Adelaide TAFE, Light Square
L — COST: §78 per head (includes canapés,
dinner, drinks and concert)

BOOKINGS: B332 0449 or 8332 1895




